Adoption Center of Illinois at Family Resource Center

Domestic Home Study Only Program
Overview:

Our Domestic Home Study Only Program is designed to provide an array of services to prospective adoptive parents residing in Illinois who are pursuing domestic adoption with the assistance of an out-of-state agency or attorney. Illinois families are required to obtain a home study from an Illinois licensed child welfare agency. While ACI is a licensed child welfare agency, please note that ACI’s license is under our DCFS legal name: Family Resource Center (FRC). This program provides assistance to adoptive parents throughout the process; from start to finish. Since 1988, ACI has provided services to thousands of families that have adopted children from around the world. 
In addition to providing families with a valid home study, our fee includes the application submission, access to all education and training classes offered at ACI, up to 5 post-placement visits for 1 child, and the issuance of a court report. These comprehensive services are all incorporated in the *$4,200 home study services fee. Once completed, the home study is available to the potential adoptive parents for any other legal adoption – whether or not our agency takes a direct role in that adoption.
Program Features:

· Domestic Home Study
The home study is an assessment of a prospective adoptive family and their home environment and is conducted by a qualified adoption professional. Home studies are written to meet state requirements. The Home Study Worker (HSW) will review autobiographical and health statements, documentation of income, child abuse and criminal clearances, personal references, etc. The HSW will conduct a series of interviews including, but not limited to, individual interviews with each member of the household, joint interviews with spouses, and a home site inspection. The purpose of the home study investigation is to ensure that the adopted child will join a safe, secure and loving family. 
** Please note: State and federal authorities take the position that home studies are no longer valid after significant change in the family composition and if a family moves. Therefore, should a prospective adoptive family’s composition or home change, they will be required to have an updated home study completed. Also, if the home study is over a year old and a child has not yet been placed into the home, the placing agency or ACI may require an updated home study. The fee for an updated home study is $600, and involves at least one additional visit by the HSW.  Please review the fee schedule on our website for fees associated with updating the home study or having two or more concurrent home studies. http://www.adoptioncenterofillinois.org/fees-and-financial-resources/ 
· Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) licensing 

All families seeking to adopt a child from the foster care system and involved in our Waiting Child Services program must hold an Illinois Foster Family Home License. ACI will help families complete the licensing process as part of the home study process. 
· Domestic Adoption Education

Adoption education is required by ACI and DCFS. ACI offers 2 or 3 classes at our office each month. In order to fulfill training requirements, a training curriculum will be developed based on the prospective adoptive parent adoption plans. Families gain unlimited access to classes and seminars arranged by ACI and presented by experts who address a wide variety of issues relevant to adoption. A minimum of 10 hours of adoption education and training is required to finalize an adoption.
· Interstate Compact on Placement of Children (ICPC) 

ICPC has been enacted into law by all 50 states in the United States and controls the lawful movement of children from one state to another for the purposes of adoption. Both the sending state (where the child resides) and the receiving state (where the adoptive parents live) must approve the child's movement in writing before the child can legally leave the originating state. After parental rights have been terminated and an adoption is in process, the placing agency or attorney will send the home study and other pertinent documentation to the ICPC office in the state where the child was born. Once approved by said state, the documentation will be forwarded to Illinois ICPC for approval. Once approved by both states, the prospective adoptive family will be able to return home to Illinois. 
· Post Placement Supervision
Post-Placement services consist of home visits and reports conducted by the HSW. The first visit occurs within the thirty days of returning home with a child. The initial home study fee includes up to 5 post-placement visits for one child. If the prospective adoptive parents are adopting two or more children, each post-placement visit will be assessed $100 per additional child. The number and timing of the additional post-placement reports will be determined by the placing agency, attorney, and/or state requirements. Please note that post-placement visits beyond the initial five are an additional $325 per visit for the first child and an additional $100 per visit for each additional child. Please review the fee schedule for fees associated with updating the home study. http://www.adoptioncenterofillinois.org/fees-and-financial-resources/ 
· Court Report 

ACI can offer information on highly qualified adoption attorneys and will complete the Report of Investigation to submit to the court prior to adoption finalization. 
· Consulting and Support during the Adoption Process (and for years to come!)
Prospective adoptive parents and adoptive parents often have many questions. ACI families have access to one-on-one professional support and assistance. Our staff members are prepared to address a wide range of subjects during the process and providing additional resources in the years to come to support adoptive families and address any concerns they may have. 
Prospective adoptive parents can expect that ACI will be responsive and available to answer questions and return telephone calls within short time frames. ACI staff is available seven days a week, 365 days a year, for adoption emergency situations. Our telephones are answered 24 hours a day by knowledgeable staff or experienced volunteers.
* For Alumni (previous applicants), the home study fee is $3,900 and submission of a new application is required.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ACI looks forward to working with you and your placement agency 
in building your family through adoption.

For further information about Adoption Center of Illinois at Family Resource Center, 
visit our website:  www.adoptillinois.org
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