Adoption Center of Illinois at Family Resource Center
HOME STUDY PROCESS
Adoption Center of Illinois at Family Resource Center (ACI) conducts Domestic and International Home Studies for families enrolled in our programs, as well as for those utilizing other placement agencies. 
We take pride in conducting home study services in a manner that is respectful, efficient and responsible.  The job of the agency conducting a home study is to verify that prospective adoptive parents are able to provide a child with a safe and nurturing environment.  A home study through our agency involves gathering references and background material, attending an initial application interview and participating in a long visit in your home. When required as part of their adoption process we will assist families in completing their application for foster family home licensing.
The home study process is identical for domestic and international adoptions; the only difference is the focus.  All international home studies conform to USCIS guidelines, and include any and all information required by the host country.

Home Study Steps:
1. Participate in an Initial Application Interview (IAI)

a. Upon receiving your application, a member of our staff will contact you to schedule an Initial Application Interview (IAI).  This interview is conducted at our office during regular working hours, and may last up to two and a half hours. 

b. Most interviews are completed in one session, but additional interviews may be requested. For out-of-state applicants or Illinois residents residing more than 2 hours from the ACI office, interviews may be conducted via Skype or other video conference methods.
c. During the IAI you will learn more about the adoption process, training requirements, and the paperwork that you must submit prior to being assigned a Home Study Worker (HSW).

d. Waiting Child Service Program only: you will begin the DCFS Foster Family Home Licensing process.

2. After all the required documents have been submitted, we will assign you a HSW.  This adoption specialist will be your primary contact at our agency. 

3. You and your HSW arrange a mutually convenient day and time to meet in your home.  
4. Your HSW will interview you about your background, family life, adoption expectations and parenting philosophy.  A brief safety inspection of your home will also be conducted during this meeting.  Often home studies are completed in one interview lasting three to five hours, but additional follow-up visits and interviews may be required to finalize the home study. Relevant Foster Family licensing and USCIS procedures are reviewed as needed. 

5. Within six weeks of conducting your home study visit(s), your HSW will prepare a written home study draft.  This can be expedited if necessary under extenuating circumstances. 
6. Prior to finalizing a home study, we will provide you with a draft to review for factual accuracy, and to share with your placement agency to ensure that all requirements are met. 

Information Contained in a Home Study: 
· Your adoption expectations, including preferences regarding the number, ages, health status and backgrounds of potential adopted children. 

· A brief summary of the reasons why you decided to adopt. 

· How you plan to address the issue of adoption with your child. 

· Your attitudes and experience with child rearing, which includes your experience with children and how you plan to raise your adopted child. 

· A section that describes various personal characteristics including your physical description, physical and mental health, and personality. 

· Each parent provides a synopsis of their upbringing, family relationships, and the composition of their family of origin. 

· If you are married, your courtship and marriage history will be covered.

·  A history of your education and employment will be discussed.

· A description of the physical aspects of your home and a brief description of your community and its resources are included. 

· Your finances are reviewed only to verify that you have the means to adopt and provide for a child. Our agency does not use a means test for clients and provides financial aid (TAP program only) to qualified families to support adoption.

· The dates of your child abuse, Illinois State, sex offender, and FBI clearance will be required.

· The final section of the home study contains our recommendations for adoption based on all the above information.

Adoption Center of Illinois at Family Resource Center releases Home Studies to third parties only with your written permission.
