Adoption Center of Illinois at Family Resource Center

Steps to Waiting Child Services (WCS) Program Participation

Thank you for considering Adoption Programs at the Adoption Center of Illinois at Family Resource Center (ACI).  To help guide you through the adoption process, we have outlined the steps that you will be taking. 

· Submit an Application for Phase I of the WCS Program

· Complete the agency Application Form and mail it to our office with the appropriate fees (see WCS Program Fees for more information).
· Participate in an Initial Application Interview (IAI)

· Upon receiving your application, a member of our staff will contact you to schedule an Initial Application Interview (IAI).  This interview is conducted at our office during regular working hours, and may last up to two and a half hours. 

· Most interviews are completed in one session, but additional interviews may be requested. For Illinois residents residing more than two hours from the ACI office, interviews may be conducted via Skype.

· During the IAI you will learn more about the adoption process, training requirements, the DCFS Foster Family Home Licensing process, and the paperwork that you must submit prior to being assigned a Home Study Worker (HSW).

· Participate in the Home Study Visit  

· Upon your submission of all of the required documents, a HSW will contact you to schedule the home study visit. The visit is an interview/education session that is conducted in your home at a mutually convenient time for you and your HSW. Your HSW will interview you about your background, family life, adoption expectations and parenting philosophy. A brief safety inspection of your home will also be conducted during this meeting.  

· Often home studies are completed in one interview lasting three to five hours, but additional follow-up visits and interviews may be required to finalize the home study. 

· Relevant Foster Family licensing procedures are reviewed as needed. 

· Within six weeks of conducting your home study visit(s), your HSW will prepare a written Home Study draft. This can be expedited if necessary under extenuating circumstances. However, the final version of the Home Study cannot be issued until PRIDE and 6 hours of adoption-specific training have been successfully completed.

· Participate in Training

· You must complete 39 hours of PRIDE training through Illinois Department of Child and Family Services (DCFS) and an additional 6 hours of adoption training before ACI can finalize the home study or issue a Foster Family Home License.  

· Please note that ACI cannot enroll you for PRIDE until a HSW has visited your home.

· Apply to the Phase II of the WCS Program

· Once you have an approved home study, you may proceed to the next stage of the process by submitting the WCS Program Agreement and mailing it to our office with the appropriate fees (see Fee Schedule for more information).
· Remain Active

· While waiting for a placement, we encourage all of our adoptive parents to continue to participate in classes and training, both here at ACI and on-line. 
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